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1. Purpose and Responsibility 

Why are you seeking this office, and how would you define the responsibility of the 

office to the people of northern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula? 

 

I am seeking the office of State Senator for the Upper Peninsula because the Upper 

Peninsula needs a fighter as State Senator, not another empty suit. I was born and raised 

in the Upper Peninsula, not the suburbs of Chicago. The U.P. and Northern MI are 

forgotten about when our Reps and Senators don’t fight for our area. Energy is too 

expensive, car insurance is too expensive, property taxes are too expensive. I lowered car 

insurance prices before, and I’ll do it again. 

 

2. Jobs, Investment, and Competitiveness 

What specific policies would you support or develop if elected, to ensure northern 

Michigan and the Upper Peninsula can compete for jobs, investment, infrastructure, and 

other state and federal resources?  

 

Congressman Bergman and I are working together to make sure the U.P. and Northern 

MI aren’t forgotten about in D.C. or Lansing. If there is an opportunity to bring home 

federal or state dollars, nobody will fight harder than I will as the U.P. State Senator. 

 

I worked well with Invest U.P. and Northern Chamber Alliance for nearly 10 years in the 

House of Reps as a Representative and then on staff. This will continue. 

 

3. Housing and Regional Partnerships 

NMCA’s policy framework calls for housing solutions and regional partnerships to 

address the region’s critical housing shortage. What policies or ideas do you have in 

which you can partner with the Alliance to make a positive impact?  

 

Almost 10 years ago I was 2 votes short of passing my expansion of Neighborhood 

Enterprise Zones to the entire state and eliminating the 15% municipality eligibility land 

cap. Property taxes are too high on new construction and renovations for new housing 

projects to be brought online in the U.P. and Northern MI. If my NEZ expansion bill 

passed, as I’m sure it will if I’m elected Senator for the U.P., new home construction will 



explode because they will not see a property tax uncapping for 10-15 years. This will 

allow new houses to enter the market without a loss of revenue to the locals. After the 

uncapping occurs 10-15 years later, the property owner can refinance the loan and not see 

an out-of-pocket increase to their monthly principle/interest/taxes/insurance bill. This bill 

would also apply to renovation projects. 

 

4. Workforce Development and Talent Attraction 

What are your views on programs such as Going PRO, Michigan Reconnect, and talent 

attraction programs? What would you do to help attract, retain, train, and grow the 

workforce needed by northern Michigan and Upper Peninsula employers?  

 

I wouldn’t have voted to expand unemployment benefits from 20 to 26 weeks like my 

opponent Dave Prestin did to curry favor with labor unions. This just increased the cost 

of doing business in the U.P. and Northern MI. This needs to be reversed. 

 

Generally speaking, I am in support of talent attraction programs in MI. But more 

important than talent attraction is talent retention. 10 years ago, I cut 27 pages of red tape 

keeping high-school students out of internships in the U.P. and Northern MI. after my 

reform we saw a 5x increase in the number of students learning of the awesome jobs in 

their backyard. I want to slow and reverse the brain-drain from the U.P. and Northern MI 

by making sure they can get internships and experience up here. We also need to get 

more affordable housing so they can afford to stay here and raise a family. This is another 

reason I will push so hard for my NEZ bill.  

 

5. Childcare Access 

Please describe your view of the need for childcare in the region, and what would you do 

to enhance access to this resource? 

 

The Upper Peninsula desperately needs more childcare. The max number you can do at 

home is too small, and the MILEAP is doing a terrible job inspecting. Permits take too 

long, and the red tape is far too thick. I will work with whoever is Governor to cut red-

tape and help childcare facilities grow.  

 

Most small childcare places fail in the first few years. There is a group who, for a very 

small amount of money, kept over 90% of their startups in business past 5 years. 

Basically, the kind of people who love taking care of kids for a living aren’t usually 

government bureaucracy and advertising-minded.  

 

Assisting startups and cutting red tape will expand the slots dramatically. 

 

6. Education Outcomes and Funding 

What do you believe is the best action you could take to support growth in measurable 

outcomes for k-12 students in northern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula? How well is 

Michigan’s funding of our higher education systems working, and would you make any 

changes to the way we fund education in this state?  

 



I support eliminating the foreign language HS requirement to free up space in the 

students’ schedules for more local flexibility. This, for many students, would mean they 

could get an internship or do another CTE class. I also support dramatically increasing 

the spending on CTE both inside and outside the classroom.   

 

Michigan taxpayers spend far too much money on the University of MI, MSU, and 

Wayne State. (For the record, I’m an MSU Grad and Wayne State Law School grad.) I 

support increasing funding to schools like Northern, Gogebic CC, Bay College, LSSU, 

ect. 

 

 

 

 

7. Regulatory Climate and Small Business Growth 

What regulations, permitting processes, taxes, mandates, or compliance burdens do you 

believe most limit small business growth in our region? What would you do to make our 

state’s regulatory environment more predictable?  

 

My opponent Dave Prestin’s vote to expand unemployment benefits from 20-26 weeks is 

a huge burden on small businesses. I would repeal that.  

 

I voted for the late-great Sen. Tom Casperson’s “no stricter than feds” bill that would 

have limited MI agency’s ability to make up regulations without approval of the 

lawmakers. I support a legislative amendment to fix the broken Joint Committee on 

Administrative Rules and give it teeth again. I think all regulation must come through the 

lawmakers.  

 

I also support a legislative fix to restore the “open and obvious doctrine” that the courts 

recently threw out. The courts wrongly-decided precedent will lead to more frivolous 

lawsuits against businesses.  

 

As an attorney, I can say with confidence we need tort-reform to limit bad actors. 

Landlords are getting absolutely destroyed in the court system right now, and its making 

us lose housing stock.  

 

I would not have, as my opponent did, reduced the deductions small businesses could 

take on their income taxes. 

 

8. Affordability and Economic Vitality 

What meaningful changes do you believe would help advance Michigan’s economic 

vitality by making this state a more affordable place to live, work, and do business?  

 

I support my NEZ expansion for housing, reducing car insurance prices through a fee-

schedule for medical providers, eliminating the State Property Tax, returning to mirroring 

the federal income tax deduction schedual, and eliminating my opponents expansion of 

employment benefits from 20-26 weeks.  



Nobody has been a more business-friendly lawmaker in U.P. history. For 6 years as a 

Representative I reduced car insurance prices, cut red tape, cut taxes, and got Lansing out 

of the business of regulating Mainstreet. Given the opportunity to govern again, I will be 

the most business-friendly lawmaker in the State Senate.  

 
 
 


