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1. Purpose and Responsibility 

Why are you seeking this office, and how would you define the responsibility of the 

office to the people of northern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula? 

 

2. Jobs, Investment, and Competitiveness 

What specific policies would you support or develop if elected, to ensure northern 

Michigan and the Upper Peninsula can compete for jobs, investment, infrastructure, and 

other state and federal resources?  

 

3. Housing and Regional Partnerships 

NMCA’s policy framework calls for housing solutions and regional partnerships to 

address the region’s critical housing shortage. What policies or ideas do you have in 

which you can partner with the Alliance to make a positive impact?  

 

4. Workforce Development and Talent Attraction 

What are your views on programs such as Going PRO, Michigan Reconnect, and talent 

attraction programs? What would you do to help attract, retain, train, and grow the 

workforce needed by northern Michigan and Upper Peninsula employers?  

 

5. Childcare Access 

Please describe your view of the need for childcare in the region, and what would you do 

to enhance access to this resource? 

 

6. Education Outcomes and Funding 

What do you believe is the best action you could take to support growth in measurable 

outcomes for k-12 students in northern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula? How well is 

Michigan’s funding of our higher education systems working, and would you make any 

changes to the way we fund education in this state?  

 

 

 

 



 

7. Regulatory Climate and Small Business Growth 

What regulations, permitting processes, taxes, mandates, or compliance burdens do you 

believe most limit small business growth in our region? What would you do to make our 

state’s regulatory environment more predictable?  

 

8. Affordability and Economic Vitality 

What meaningful changes do you believe would help advance Michigan’s economic 

vitality by making this state a more affordable place to live, work, and do business?  

 
 

1. I am seeking this office to promote the general welfare of my constituents.  
I define the responsibility of this office to my constituents as the 

mechanism and vanguard that gives a voice to the people it is designed 
to serve and protect. 
 

2. Policies that I would support and develop to ensure Michigan’s 
competitiveness for jobs, investment and infrastructure, would involve 
investments in education. I would support programs making it easier to 

pay for college tuition and trade schools. I’d support a promise that 
encourages anyone that wants to attend institutions of advanced 
learning by making it affordable.  

            
           Competitiveness for jobs depends a great deal on our human resources.  

           We must train our students to innovate technology, to keep up with  
           demands of an ever changing world. Michigan needs an infrastructure    
           of safe roads, bridges and highways as well as rails to keep us  
           competitive. Our broadband internet system is still critically lacking in  
           its accessibility.  

 
           I would insist on new policies, and, or enforce current policies that have  
           thrown a shut out to our farmers. A new Farm Bill may have to be written.  
           The bill would protect farmers from sudden market drops, or market  
           manipulation. Farmers in Michigan would be covered under policies that 
           would make meeting their cost for fuel, fertilizer, machinery, 

           maintenance, insurance and implementing a schedule for employing                      
.          seasonal workers that are more fair. Framers are the lifeline of good health 
           and our survival. 
        
 

 
          Our water and Sewage needs are crucial in supplying the demands for  
          Michiganders. Safe water and policies that protect our fresh water supply 
          should not be taken for granted.   
 



 
3. The Housing issue is critical in Michigan. I would advocate with regional 

partners to work together to possibly pool resources to help meet the 

demand. For instance housing demands do not start and stop at the 
           countyline. Workers often live in one county and drive to another. A 
           recent study was done in Lake County Michigan showing that 992 people  
           drive from surrounding counties to everyday, and 992 drive back out  
           every night. Therefore the problem becomes regional. 

           
          Pooling resources may with townships, cities and nonprofits and combine  
          funding and  expertise that may otherwise be too expensive for a single 
          community. Various policies I would pursue might be writing a shared  
          grant application for state and federal housing programs. Setting up, or 
          joining Regional infrastructure investment that makes housing  

          development possible. Partnering with regional organizations can help  
          Identify housing needs.   
 
         Establishing Workforce House where partnerships with manufacturers,  
         Tourism, healthcare agriculture, employers, local government, 

         development and community foundations work together to create  
         housing for people that live nearby. 
     
         An idea that our county has adopted and has begun initiating is the  
         refurbishing of vacant buildings, and or blighted structures. Also,  

         remodeling units above storefronts and converting existing garages into 
         apartment rentals are other ways of dealing with the housing issue has  
         already started to make a positive impact on our community. 
 
  4.    My views on programs such as “Going Pro” are positive. This Federal  
         program is designed to help job seekers access employment, education, 

         training and support. This program award employer that have needs for an  
         Apprenticeship program and advanced training for current or new  
         employees. The employer also has to be based in Michigan. To attract, 
         retain, train and grow our workforce in the Upper Peninsula and Northern 
         Michigan, I would continue to invest in programs sponsored by the  

         Department of Labor and Michigan Works that incentivise individuals to  
        seek employment and training in important and well paying careers such as 
         Heavy Crane Operators and Pipfitters, Heavy Equipment Operators and 
         Licensed Electricians to name a few. It is a fact that union tradespeople 
         routinely earn $100,000-$150,000 a year assigned to these and other jobs. 

  
  5.   In Michigan, over 400,00 children are under the age of six and have working  
        parents. People living in rural areas find it more difficult to find available slots  
        offering childcare than in urban areas. 89% of Michigan children live ia  
        areas of insufficient child care availability. Roughly 44% of Michigan  



        residents live in child care deserts. Ideas for streamlining licensing and  
        zoning has been proposed for in-home providers. Grants to stabilize early 
        child care staff providing business with financial and technical support is  

        also being proposed. 
         
        I might seek funding to find out where the child care desert exists. Next, I  
        would contact agencies and organizations that have traditionally serviced 
        this population. I’d get their input to see if they would be willing to work with 

        groups with the same interests. If this approach doesn’t work, drafting a bill  
        specifically addressing the issue appropriating funds to create additional  
        Service providers through training with governmental grants would be  
        forth coming, Some grant money may be used to partner with school  
        districts to fund, or build classroom childcare centers. 
  

  6.   Among the first things I would look at to support growth in measurable out 
       comes in Michigan’s k-12, is make sure we are attracting the most gifted  
       qualified teachers we can find. To do that, we need to revamp our  
       Teacher’s qualification to focus on individual needs. To be sure,  
       Individuals coming From various ethnicities and socio-economic back 

       Grounds should be studied. Today more than ever, teachers need to able  
       To draw students rather than push them. Being Highly Qualified is important 
       For sure,but my experience as a teacher for 35 years has taught me that 
 
 

          “Children could care less about what you know, unless they know you  
          care.” Teacher’s pay should also be commensurate with their expertise 
          and the critical role in our children’s development. Put it this way, Teachers 
          should be paid more.  
 
          I know what I’m about to say is radical, but I’ve often envisioned a school  

          where students not only learned the basics (reading, writing and  
          arithmetic), but were given the options of pursuing subjects that they liked 
          and excelled in. Consequently, they would be encouraged and  
          supported to pursue their talents and interests. Everyone is not cut out to 
          be an Office Manager.            

          I know that some communities get more money through governmental 
          funding sources. I would seriously look at the formula and try to rectify its  
          shortcomings. School districts appropriations based on zipcodes are  
          redundant.   
 

  7.     I feel that applying for permits and getting them approved in a timely  
          manner have frustrated some small business owners in my area. The  
          regulatory permitting process and mandates often goes before the  
          county board or township to review ordinances, in hope of lessen the  
          burden of compliance. Sometime the plaintiffs succeed and for instance  



          gets an extension to comply based on an interpretation of the policy or  
          ordinance. However most of the time the rules seem to be set in stone. 
          Taxes if paid ultimately may affect the amount of available capital small 

          business owners need to let's say expand the dinner area in a restaurant. 
          To make the state’s regulatory environment more predictable would  
          Mandate a halt in the rise of utilities, unless the utility companies can  
          show that the rising costs are in fact production related, and the increase 
          cost to the consumer isn’t being siphoned off by stockholder and  

          executive bonuses.   
 
  8.    Improve our unemployment opportunities with manufacturing and high  
         tech jobs of the future including AI technology would help Michigan 
         become an attractive place to live and raise a family. Improving our rate 
         of high school graduation with skill centers like vocational tech that train 

         students giving skills that employers can use in manufacturing. Michigan  
         could restrict price gouging and willful inflation of elastic goods that 
          consumers need. A freeze, though drastic may be useful if the prices of  
          groceries, gasoline and paper products exceed its rational limits. Michigan 
          stop incarcerating segments of its population by educating and teaching     

          Them how to become a responsible member of the community. Yes, our            
          Finite dollars are used to finance prisons and detainee centers in Michigan.  
          How is incarcerating especially non violent, petty offenders a sensible use  
          Of our tax dollars? 
           

           
           Advertising and investing in Michigan’s Tourism industry could help     
           Michigan’s appeal to people attracted to the Great outdoors. Sport  
           associated with it nature, such as the National Forests, hunting, fishing,                
           hiking, camping and boating just to name a few. Go Michigan! 


