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1. Purpose and Responsibility
Why are you seeking this office, and how would you define the responsibility of the 
office to the people of northern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula?

I’m running to give my children and all of the children of this district the opportunity to 
grow up in an America that was better than the one I was born into. I’ve lived my entire 
life in rural Michigan and I’m tired of representatives that don’t understand the 
challenges faced by the average person in rural Michigan. The responsibility of this office 
is to do what’s best for as many of the people of this district as possible. That means 
working across the aisle, putting people before party, and ensuring the voice of rural 
Michigan is heard. 

2. Jobs, Investment, and Competitiveness
What specific policies would you support or develop if elected, to ensure northern 
Michigan and the Upper Peninsula can compete for jobs, investment, infrastructure, and 
other state and federal resources? 

My most important policy goal is single payer healthcare which will allow small 
businesses in rural Michigan to compete with larger employers and free up capital for 
investments into wages and improvement instead of insurance premiums. I also want to 
see broadband internet brought to every home, de-centralized renewable energy to 
strengthen our energy independence and reliability, better funded road and rail 
infrastructure, and the development of a specialized rural small business resource center 
to assist with regulatory compliance.

3. Housing and Regional Partnerships
NMCA’s policy framework calls for housing solutions and regional partnerships to 
address the region’s critical housing shortage. What policies or ideas do you have in 
which you can partner with the Alliance to make a positive impact? 

The first step would be to replace harmful trade policies that drive up the cost of building 
materials with a trade framework that protects American business but doesn’t gouge the 
consumer. Expanding our skilled trades workforce will allow the tradespeople in the 
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community to build the homes. Providing tax and other incentives will encourage the 
creation of homes that are priced below the average market cost for first-time home 
buyers. Creating tax policies that de-incentivize the corporate ownership of multiple 
single-family homes will free up inventory for individuals.

4. Workforce Development and Talent Attraction
What are your views on programs such as Going PRO, Michigan Reconnect, and talent 
attraction programs? What would you do to help attract, retain, train, and grow the 
workforce needed by northern Michigan and Upper Peninsula employers? 

The single most valuable education I received was my high school building trades course 
at the local tech center. I’m a firm believer in creating opportunities for people to learn 
skilled trades because they keep the world running. Trade school programs need to be 
expanded at all levels of education and be supported by zero-interest loans and tax credits 
to make it affordable for anyone to attend.

5. Childcare Access
Please describe your view of the need for childcare in the region, and what would you do 
to enhance access to this resource?

Most of the 2nd Congressional District is a childcare desert, meaning there isn’t enough 
childcare available at any price. Child care education/training needs to be included in any 
trade school development programs. Single-payer healthcare will also alleviate some of 
the pressure by allowing families to become one income households if they choose due to 
reduced healthcare costs. It would also make it easier for individuals to start a daycare 
since they wouldn’t need a job that provides insurance, or to provide insurance to their 
employees.

6. Education Outcomes and Funding
What do you believe is the best action you could take to support growth in measurable 
outcomes for k-12 students in northern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula? How well is 
Michigan’s funding of our higher education systems working, and would you make any 
changes to the way we fund education in this state? 

Most school-related decisions are a state and local issue, but the federal government can 
lead the way. I would like to see the Department of Education remade into a primarily 
research organization. They need to scour the planet for the best practices in education 
and provide the training and resources needed for local school districts to create the best 
education for every student. Federal dollars need to be dedicated to the public schools 
and blocked from any attempt to divert them to private schools.

7. Regulatory Climate and Small Business Growth
What regulations, permitting processes, taxes, mandates, or compliance burdens do you 
believe most limit small business growth in our region? What would you do to make our 
state’s regulatory environment more predictable? 



As a former small business owner, the biggest hurdle wasn’t any one regulation; it was all 
of them together. The system creates death by a 1000 papercuts and that’s where an 
overall refresh of federal regulations needs to happen. Regulations should require solid 
evidence-based research to justify their implementation and have a required review 
process to determine relevance so unneeded requirements can be removed. Providing a 
central rural business support agency would allow existing and new business owners 
access to assistance in regulatory compliance.

8. Affordability and Economic Vitality
What meaningful changes do you believe would help advance Michigan’s economic 
vitality by making this state a more affordable place to live, work, and do business? 

There is no one answer to this question, it requires a holistic approach. Single payer 
healthcare will drive economic vitality by addressing so many socioeconomic factors, 
trade policy that is developed by experts and not by political whims will stabilize 
markets, a farm bill that supports small businesses and not multi-national agricorps will 
keep money local, infrastructure investment provides jobs and makes it easier to compete 
on the world market, and removing unnecessary regulatory hurdles makes businesses 
more profitable.


