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1. Purpose and Responsibility 

Why are you seeking this office, and how would you define the responsibility of the 

office to the people of northern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula? 

 

I am seeking this office because I feel called by the Lord and because we need common 

and conservative sense in the Michigan Senate. 

 

2. Jobs, Investment, and Competitiveness 

What specific policies would you support or develop if elected, to ensure northern 

Michigan and the Upper Peninsula can compete for jobs, investment, infrastructure, and 

other state and federal resources? 

 

We must be the voice and representatives for Northern Michigan. I stand with Line 5. I 

believe that we should continue to fight for disaster funding.   

 

3. Housing and Regional Partnerships 

NMCA’s policy framework calls for housing solutions and regional partnerships to 

address the region’s critical housing shortage. What policies or ideas do you have in 

which you can partner with the Alliance to make a positive impact?  

 

Communities need to work hard on doing their part in providing amenable zoning 

ordinances and infrastructure. Partnership between builders/contractors and local 

government are needed. 

 

4. Workforce Development and Talent Attraction 

What are your views on programs such as Going PRO, Michigan Reconnect, and talent 

attraction programs? What would you do to help attract, retain, train, and grow the 

workforce needed by northern Michigan and Upper Peninsula employers? 

 

There is a place for these programs. There is also a need for a partnership between 

businesses, workers, and government in carrying out these programs. 

  

 



5. Childcare Access 

Please describe your view of the need for childcare in the region, and what would you do 

to enhance access to this resource? 

 

I place an emphasis on family and believe that it takes precedence whenever possible. 

Businesses and individuals should cooperate if childcare is needed. 

 

6. Education Outcomes and Funding 

What do you believe is the best action you could take to support growth in measurable 

outcomes for k-12 students in northern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula? How well is 

Michigan’s funding of our higher education systems working, and would you make any 

changes to the way we fund education in this state?  

 

I believe that we need an overhaul in the education system in Michigan. We need to keep 

education as the main focus of what we are doing. Reading/Literacy must be top priority 

with Math following closely after. I would move toward a results-based education 

funding plan. 

 

7. Regulatory Climate and Small Business Growth 

What regulations, permitting processes, taxes, mandates, or compliance burdens do you 

believe most limit small business growth in our region? What would you do to make our 

state’s regulatory environment more predictable?  

 

DEGLE and LARA and other Michigan bureaucracies have become ends in themselves 

and do not consider people as they develop and carry out policies and regulations. We 

need to reduce the regulations to people-friendly versus government-friendly. 

 

8. Affordability and Economic Vitality 

What meaningful changes do you believe would help advance Michigan’s economic 

vitality by making this state a more affordable place to live, work, and do business?  

 

Reduction and/or elimination of taxes, beginning with the property tax. We should also 

reduce and work toward eliminating the State income tax. Finally, stop any form of 

corporate welfare and the agencies that perpetuate it in our system. 

 
 
 


